2 Chestnut Close
Derrington
Stafford

ST18 9NJ

29 April 2026
The Chairman
Dunston with Coppenhall Parish Council
C/O Anne Fletcher
31 Weston Bank
Weston under Lizard
Shifnal
TF118JT

Dear Councillor

Conclusion of Internal Audit for Dunston with Coppenhall Parish Council - Year ended 31st March
2026.

| am writing to confirm that | have carried out the year-end review for Dunston with Coppenhall
Parish Council and have completed and signed the appropriate page of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, Part 2 without any qualification.

The independent internal examination of the Council’s governance, financial affairs, and certification
of the 2025/26 Annual Return to the External Auditor was carried out in accordance with the
standards laid out in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

In summary the following areas were covered during the examination

e Proper Book-keeping

e Financial Regulations, Standing Orders and Payment Controls

e Risk Management and Insurance arrangements

e Budgetary Control

¢ Income Controls

e Payroll Controls

¢ Asset Control

» Bank Accounts and Reconciliation

¢ Year-end Procedures

* Review of Council’s Website and conformance to the Local Government Transparency Code
2015.

confirm that there are no matters in respect of this Internal Audit which | fell should be brought to
your council’s attention.

Yours sincerely
RLPa
‘.\/‘\;&Q h&

I

Malcolm Kidd CPFA
Independent Internal Auditor




Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26, Sections 1 and 2

An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must do
so at a meeting of the authority after 31 March 2026. It should not submit its Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor. However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

The Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder
letters will incur 2 charge of £40 +VAT for each letter.

The au‘""r’;. must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the

Certificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from

time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end.

The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Govemance Sizizment and the accounts.

The Annuzl Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidencad by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible :‘”5 ncial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented

to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.
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3 to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days
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=t the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. Any

mendmen's must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.
Uss the checkist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed off.
You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.
The =uhorsy must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
sizfemen's on page 8. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners’ Guide* which may assist.

nting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026)

he Besoonsble Fnancial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exsrcise of public nghts for a sing \e period of 30 working days for inspection ( this excludes weekends and
oublic Holidays) which must include the first ten working days of July.
The aulhority messt publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
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ns 2015. including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
r before 1 July 2026

(S ]
i
i
o

g B
il
(i
L
IJ 4
H
() (1 [§

54

SECHOrs ave all highlighted boxes been completed?

Have the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights been published?

~f=al Awct Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and explanations provided?|

echion 1 Forany statementto which the response is ‘no’, is an explanation available for publication?

ecion 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority’s approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 87

Is an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 available, should
a question be raised by a local elector and/or an interested party?

NANNE %xi\\\

echons 1 and 2 'Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a :
| sole managing trustee? (Local Councils only)

“Geowarmance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England — a Practitioners’ Guidé to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk '

= Gowvernance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 2 of 6
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Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 r the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have z limitad assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and

Accountability Return to the exiernal auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority afier 37 March 2026 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2026 noifying the exiemnal auditor.

DUNSToN VvarTH Co ,cf eroriAle PARISH CoonatL
certifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for
the year or toial gross annuzl expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000
Total annual gross income for the authority 2025/26: £ SOQ 3 L4 OO
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025/26: £ 5 LS -39
Thers are caran orcumsizances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurances review Wil 10 be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot cart®y BseF 25 exempt 2nd it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 2 0 T exrema 2udor 0 undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.
By signng s Certficate of Exemption you are confirming that:

nce on ‘1st April 2022
ial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not:
rt respc—act of the authority or any entity connected with it
}CO d tion to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
ory notice u :er paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

(\)

not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
d an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

= zbowe sizemants apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,

sxmmecimg 225 000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
eillher by email or by post (not both).
ne A teenzl Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
E = bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
0 ncluding the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
gong wit~ = :::, of this rtlfcate published on the authority website/webpage™ before 1 July 2026.
Sagmimg s cert 1cate confrms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Sigres 0w e Se=sponsidle Financial Officer Date | conﬁrm that this Certificate of

AFiefChey 1405 [2026 | e mnorty on tredae: . 1t [05 [2025
S :“:, e Date as recorded in minute reference:
> Bl R_— Iy [os[2024 12.0.¥V
CEmenc @mal aodress of Authority Telephone number
DS Ton PCOLERKEY A0 Co . VW 61429713 b b
STTEE L SToNWITHCOPPENHAU- PC. GOV . LW

COWL_Y ==us Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
= soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
ne 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.

wm Zowermaznce and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 3 of 6
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

rpps el 0AASH Coconiiic
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-on 2026, this authority’s intemal auditor acting independently and on

=0 out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant

23 obiained appropriate evidence from the authority.
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malae 35 i the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
-2 --= =p sctwes of internal conirol and alongside are the internal audit conclusions

-5 the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year

= needs of this authornity.
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T v ] = . - o= usk “not covered’) W
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—e=mes o - : - =mal auddt undertzken Name of person who camied out the nlemal audit
29 [ oa/202b Marcorm Winp CPEA

Soraass 7 o= aho
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= a7 es = 7oz ease siale the implications amnd action being iaken fo atdress any weakness in oonirol wentified (add separate sheets 7 needed).

e ot covenad please shale when the most racen! irtermal audil work was done in this ares snd wiven i s ned plenved;
=oe T =oo7EC e arousal intieomall s repont mwst explain wiy not fadd separsie sheels § needed). : 2ok
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the members of:
DUNSTON WATH CoPPENRRLL PRI CouNdL
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for

the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

‘Yes’means that this authorily:

ce arrangements for effective financial prepared its accounting statements in accordance
g the year, and for the preparation of Ve with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

dequate system of internal control ; made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility

signed to prevent and detect fraud ‘ \/ i for safeguarding the public money and resources in
eviewed its effectiveness. its charge.
13 wrselves that there are no matters e " dhas only done what it has the legal power to do and has
non-compliance with laws, _ complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

r Practices that could have a
t on the ability of this
: s business or manage its

A during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity fo
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

e prowiced proper opportunity during the year for
i is in accordance with the
nts and Audit Regulations.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them properly.

sment of the risks facing this
oriate steps to manage those
ction of internal controls and/or
where required.

Troughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
3 udit of the accounting / controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether

internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and

7. e mow apypoprate achon on all matters raised
i external audit.

xternal audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year

e 2 financial impact on end if relevant.
oriate, have included them

s including e 0 A has met all of its responsibilities where as a body
ole managing trustee corporate it is a sole managing trustee of a local trust
ponsibilities for the ool e B e or trusts.

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
\/ management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.

sEmeErt o which the response is 'no’, an explanation must be
published

1
1
=

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

HJ[QS/Z'O‘&{" Chair &W@&V’“

Z.C. i Clerk ()JF{@,[CW

infiommation vequired by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Statement)

Yes  No -
The s wenste = up 0 date and the information required by the Transparency Code has been published. “ B
ST/ DosSToNWTR Lo RPENHRIUL - PC. QoV ., L
Samus Sawemance 20 Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 5 of 6
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

DuonSTon wiTH CoppenHAlL pARISH Coonicil

Notes and guidance
Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any

boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures
must agree fo underlying financial records.

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

=~
i

{a)
(A
O
~
3
=

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

in

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

irs

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

9232 1409

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

ise
&
£3
i
i

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation.

B

= 138\ | 10g)

The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

‘_\; ‘iL. M\L.

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

nded 31 March 2026 the

this Annual Governance and

e been prepared on either a

r income and expenditure basis

—~

ractitioners’ Guide to Proper

#

AHefoher
e I4 [05 /2026

overnance and Accountability for

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

14 [65 [ 2026

as recorded in minute reference:

2. Caiid

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the

Accounting Statements were approved
e |

o, e

2 Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 6 of 6

—oes Cowmeis. ezl Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities




